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Professional Interests:

Ethnobotany, ethnomedicine, traditional knowledge, traditional foods, food security, tropical ecology, plant defense mechanisms, plant tissue culture, phytochemistry, phytoestrogens, fertility, reproductive health, gender, ethnography, cultural competency, and innovation in education.
Education:

2005-present
Ph.D. Candidate in Biology: Plant Sciences subprogram in a joint program 


between The New York Botanical Garden (NYBG) and The Graduate Center of The 

City University of New York (CUNY), with a focus in Ethnobotany/Ethnomedicine.  

Current Doctoral Research: Traditional Reproductive Ethnomedicine, Fertility Regulation, and the Use of Hormone-Mimicking Plants in the Q’eqchi’ Maya Communities of Belize




Advisor: Dr. Michael J. Balick (NYBG)



Defense Planned for June 2012
1999-2003 
B.A. in Biology, Reed College, Portland, Oregon. Participated in the Alternate 


Biology Program with a secondary focus in Cultural Anthropology.  




Senior Thesis: The Contribution of the Porella/Nostoc Association to the 



Nitrogen Budget of an Oregon Old-Growth Forest




Advisor: Dr. David Dalton (Reed)  
2002
Semester abroad in Costa Rica and Panama with the Organization for Tropical Studies (OTS) focusing on Tropical Biology, Environmental Policy, and Spanish.

Work Experience: 
2011-present
Instructor, Institute for Tropical Ecology and Conservation, Bocas del Toro, Panama



Tropical Ethnobotany Field Course: July-August 2012
2007-present
Research Assistant, Micronesia Ethnomedicine Project, Institute of Economic Botany, The New York Botanical Garden, Bronx, NY

2005-present 
Adjunct Lecturer, Lehman College Biology Department, Bronx, NY 




Plants and People lecture and laboratory: Fall 2010
Human Biology lecture and laboratory: Spring, Summer and Fall 2006 Anatomy and Physiology laboratory: Fall 2005, and Fall 2006



2005-present
Doula, Labor and Childbirth Support, New York, NY
2010-2011
Adjunct Instructor, CUNY Online Baccalaureate, New York, NY



Nature of New York: Fall 2010, Spring, Summer and Fall 2011

2010-2011
Graduate Assistant, Natural Products Research: Phytochemistry and Molecular Biology, The New York Botanical Garden, Bronx, NY

2010
Continuing Education Instructor, The New York Botanical Garden, Bronx, NY



Introduction to Plant Science: Summer 2010

2010
Herbarium Assistant, Economic Botany Collections, The New York Botanical Garden, Bronx, NY

2009
Consultant, Agricultural Export/Import, Cotton Tree Chocolate, Toledo District, Belize and New York, NY

2009
Program Coordinator, GardenWorks Middle School Internship Program, The New York Botanical Garden, Bronx, NY

2008-2010
Writing Fellow, CUNY Online Baccalaureate’s Writing Across the Curriculum/Writing in the Disciplines (WAC/WID) Program, New York, NY

2005
Graduate Research Assistant, Dominican Ethnomedicine Project, Institute of Economic Botany, The New York Botanical Garden, Bronx, NY
2005

Children’s Garden Program Coordinator, Queens Botanical Garden, Flushing, NY

2004-2005
Environmental Education Instructor, Queens Botanical Garden, Flushing, NY

2004-2005 
Cultural Researcher, Latin American & Caribbean Ethnobotany, Queens Botanical Garden, Flushing, NY

2003-2004 
Researcher in New Plant Development, Terra Nova Nurseries, Canby, OR

2003
Mother Block Manager/Research Assistant, Plant Tissue Culture, Terra Nova Nurseries, Canby, OR

2001 

Research Greenhouse Manager, Reed College Biology Department, Portland, OR
2001

Affirmative Action Program Assistant, Portland State University, Portland, OR
2000-2003 
Lay Health Worker, All Women’s Health Services, Portland, OR

Fellowships, Grants and Awards:
2010

The New York Botanical Garden Graduate Fellowship

2010

Society for Economic Botany’s Fulling Award – Honorable Mention
2009

CUNY Writing Fellowship – Returning Fellow

2008

CUNY Writing Fellowship

2008

CUNY Doctoral Research Grant Award

2007

Anne S. Chatham Fellowship in Medicinal Botany

2005

CUNY Chancellor’s Fellowship – Teaching Fellowship

2002

Howard Hughes Medical Institute’s Undergraduate Research Project Award

Academic and Professional Positions:
2011-present
Advisory Committee Member, NSF-Funded “Women Writing Science” Project, Feminist Press, New York, NY
2010-present
Writer and Committee Member, “Plants and People” Newsletter, Society for Economic Botany
2008-present 
Member, Society for Economic Botany Student Committee
2007-present
Founder and Chair, CUNY Women in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math, New York, NY

2012

Organizer, 1st Annual Punta Gorda Local Food Fest, Punta Gorda, Belize
2007-2008
Plant Sciences Student Representative, CUNY Biology Doctoral Program Executive Committee, New York, NY

2006-2008
Doctoral Student Representative, CUNY Plant Sciences Advisory Committee, 


Bronx, NY

2006-2007
Biology Representative, CUNY Doctoral Students’ Council, New York, NY

2006-2007
Member, CUNY Cultural Affairs Grants Committee, New York, NY
2004-2005
Facilitator, Participatory Ethnobotanical Research Forum, Queens Botanical 


Garden, Flushing, NY
2003-2004
Manager, Safety Committee, Terra Nova Nurseries, Canby, OR
2000-2002 
Signator, Feminist Student Union, Reed College, Portland, OR

Publications:

Balick, Michael J., Jillian M. De Gezelle and Rosita Arvigo. 2008. Feeling the Pulse in Maya Medicine: An Endangered Tool for Diagnosis, Therapy and Tracking Patients’ Progress. EXPLORE-The Journal of Science and Healing 4(2):113-119.

In Press, Submitted, and In Preparation:

Balick, Michael J., Rosita Arvigo et al. In press 2012. Messages from the Gods: A Guide to the Useful Plants of Belize. Oxford University Press/The New York Botanical Garden, New York. [J. De Gezelle, Editorial Contributor].
Balick, Michael J., Jillian M. De Gezelle, Roberta Lee, Robert Wolkow, Guy Cohen, Francisca Sohl. [In preparation] Traditional Lifestyles, Transition, and Implications for Healthy Aging: An Example from the Island of Pohnpei, Micronesia. 
De Gezelle, Jillian M., Gail Mahady, Michael Balick, Francisco Caal, Victor Cal, Maria Lara, Adam Kavalier, Edward Kennelly. [In preparation] Phytoestrogen Use in Q’eqchi’ Maya Reproductive Ethnomedicine and Fertility Regulation in Southern Belize. 

De Gezelle, Jillian M. [In preparation] Q’eqchi’ Maya Reproductive Health and the Accelerated Loss of Women’s Healing Traditions in the Q’eqchi’ Communities of Belize.
Invited Talks:

2011
“Traditional Reproductive Ethnomedicine, Fertility Regulation and the Use of Hormone-Mimicking Plants in the Q’eqchi’ Maya Communities of Southern Belize”



Invited Speaker for the Ethnographic Food Studies Field School

2008
“Traditional Reproductive Health, Fertility Regulation and the Use of Hormone-Mimicking Plants among the Q’eqchi’ Maya”



Invited Speaker for the Pace University Biology Seminar Series
2004 

“Traditional Caribbean Healing in Queens”




Invited Lecturer for the Tri-State Acupuncture School
Presentations:

2011
“Phytoestrogen Use in Q’eqchi’ Maya Reproductive Ethnomedicine and Fertility Regulation in Southern Belize”




Society for Economic Botany Meeting, St. Louis, Missouri

2011
“Q’eqchi’ Maya Reproductive Ethnomedicine and the Accelerated Loss of Women’s Traditional Knowledge in Southern Belize”




IP/Gender: Mapping the Connections Conference: Gender and Traditional 




Cultural Expressions, Washington College of Law, DC

2010

“Traditional Reproductive Health, Fertility Regulation and the Use of Hormone-Mimicking Plants among the Q’eqchi’ Maya in Southern Belize”




Society for Economic Botany Meeting, Xalapa, Mexico

2010
Session Moderator, “Ethnobotany of Economic Plants: Local Knowledge, Commerce, and Sustainability”




Society for Economic Botany Meeting, Xalapa, Mexico
2005

“The Scientific Method and Assisting Students in Research Project Development”




Lecturer for the Urban Advantage NYC Public School Teacher Training

2005

“Research and Careers in Ethnobotany”




New York City Parks Department Green Girls After-School Program

2004 

“Traditional Caribbean Healing in Queens”




Brooklyn Botanical Garden Education Department

Manuscript Review:

Economic Botany

Ethnobotany Research and Applications
HerbalGram

Professional Memberships:

Society for Economic Botany

International Society of Ethnobiology

American Anthropological Association

Society for Medical Anthropology

Association for Feminist Anthropology

Fieldwork Experience:

2011 

Belize (Revitalization and Integration of Traditional Medicine)
2010

Belize (Q’eqchi’ Maya Ethnomedicine)

2009 

Guatemala (Q’eqchi’Maya Ethnomedicine)

2009

Belize (Q’eqchi’ Maya and Garifuna Ethnomedicine)

2008

Guatemala (Garifuna Ethnobotany)

2008 

Belize (Q’eqchi’ Maya and Garifuna Ethnobotany)

2007 

Belize (Q’eqchi’ Maya Ethnobotany)

2006

Belize (Maya Ethnobotany)

2004

New York City (Caribbean Healing in Queens)

2003

Mt. Hood, Oregon (Old Growth Forest Ecology)

2002

Panama (Tropical Marine Ecology)

2002 

Costa Rica (Tropical Forest Ecology)

